
 

 

 

 

One of the topics that my boys wanted 

to learn about this year was volcanoes. I 

mean, who doesn’t like explosions, 

reading about them, learning about 

them, and especially experiencing them! 

So when the opportunity came to test 

out The Magic School Bus Science 

Explosion Game created by The Young 

Scientists Club, I got excited. 

What I liked 

It’s Magic School Bus! We love the Friz! 

(Just had to put that out there.) 

I liked that the directions were printed 

right on the inside of the box. No papers 

to lose! 

The game has two modes of play. I 

appreciate that one game can last for 

longer. I played the easier version with 

my kids, since they are on the younger 

side of the recommended age range. 

The game itself was more a discovery of 

fun facts and tidbits about science than 

actually “doing” anything. The kids tried 

to collect all the cards in a particular category, and the first one to do that won. But I liked that. It made for a new and 

fun way to learn about scientists, the scientific method, weather, volcanoes, and more. 

I really liked that while words were an important part of the game as far as learning, there were also plenty of pictures 

so even non-readers can match their cards. This is particularly great when you have a younger brother who wouldn’t 

dare want to be left out. 

And I couldn’t possibly forget the “explosion”! It was a nice way to end the game by having the winner explode the 

volcano. Fun stuff. 

What I didn’t like 

The cards are a little flimsy. With a grabby, teething toddler, I need sturdier cards. I’m considering laminating what I 

have since one that fell to the floor met an unpleasant end already. 
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The game can be a little slow, but I think 

that was mostly because I was dealing 

with all non-readers. The kids still 

enjoyed the game and looked forward to 

collecting their cards, but it wasn’t an 

action-packed game with giggles and 

laughter. Though, a part of the game is 

strategic in trading cards which was a 

little above the heads of my kids. They 

don’t yet know how to be devious on 

purpose.  

Baking soda will be spilled places. It’s a 

fact. Sometimes I can get a little OCD 

about messes, but I think I just have to 

let this one go. It all cleaned up really 

easily, though, so only a minor 

drawback. And if you don’t mind the 

mess, or see it as free deodorizing, then 

all the better! 

Overall 

I thought this was a fun game. It didn’t 

take too long, and it was educational in 

a different way than most. While the 

game was a little lacking in action, the ending was exciting. I wouldn’t mind playing it again! 

Check out The Young Scientists Club to find more science-related games and kits. They have a nice selection of fun 

games! And follow them on Facebook and Twitter to never miss what’s new. (And while you’re at it, follow Play Eat 

Grow onFacebook and Twitter and Instagram. We love new followers!) 
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