
 

 

My daughter loves to learn. She has such a need for knowledge all the time. So when the Magic School Bus, that is the 

license from Scholastic, but the science kit is made by The Young Scientists Club, rolled on into our house, she was 

beyond excited about it. We opened up the bus to see all the fun adventures she would get to encounter this summer. They 

had project about energy, bridge building batteries and more. Of course when Ms. Frizzle is around, it’s always a ton of 

fun. 

I was at the store and cookie dough was on sale. So I thought that would make a great project in the solar oven. We went 

ahead and started that one. We read the cards. Each lesson is a series of cards. As you can see in the picture they are color 

coded. The first one gives you a problem. 

Our problem was How to cook without a stove, grill or campfire? So we had to learn about ways to do this. The back of 

the card gives some experiments. We had to see what absorbs sunlight, and what can reflect light. Based on these 2, we 

should be able to figure out that answer. 

We had to be real scientists. My daughter learned in science this year all about how to do that. So we first had to get a 

notebook. Figure out our hypothesis, and then take guesses at what would happen. We went through both experiments. 

After both we went back to the main question. How to cook without a stove, grill or campfire. 

We then understood how the solar oven would work. We knew solar energy was the sun heating things up. We knew that 

we need to make a way to have more heat in one spot. So we knew that reflection was another key point here. 

   

They wanted to try making cookies. Even though the school bus comes with everything you need, the box wasn’t big 

enough. So we had to cut apart a cereal box. Next time we have pizza we are saving the box. I think that would work a lot 

better. We put the foil on and taped it down so no issues there. We did cut out a small piece for the cookies. We put saran 

wrap on that piece so our cookies would come off easier. 

We then had our solar oven all set, and ready to go. We had to play with it some to get the reflection we needed. We did 

go out at different times to adjust as needed. We then sat and waited. With a almost 4 and 6 year old waiting was NOT 

patient at all. Every 10 minutes, or shorter I was asked if the cookies were ready. I had to explain how solar energy takes 

longer than the oven to work. 

We did put saran wrap over the top just to keep the bugs out. 

you can see that they were starting to get melty like they do in the oven. We KNEW it was working. It did take about 4ish 

hours to bake the cookies. The kids decided that this was NOT the way to bake cookies when you want them right away. 

But they did like that they could make something with the sun. 
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She is excited for school to start to tell everyone how she made cookies by the sun. I know her friends will be excited 

about it. She had one over while we were doing it, and she was excited. She just left before they were actually done. 

We went back to our science book and compared notes and talked about what we discovered. We are going to try again 

with something different next time. Not sure what it would be. 

What do you think we should try next??????? 

 


