
 

 

My fondest childhood memories always involve some sort of book. Roald Dahl, Dr. Seuss, and 

the Baby-Sitters Club series played a huge role in my adolescence, and I still feel the pang of 

sweet nostalgia when I see these titles today. Part of my job is to round up toys, mobile apps, 

games, music, and books to feature in Toy Insider, but in recent months I find myself frantically 

searching for books to include while games, toys, and especially apps appear in abundance. I 

am a bit resistant to change, as I still prefer to hold a book in my hand to a Kindle or Nook, so 

the decline of printed books had me bogged down a bit. As I began searching for books to 

feature, I realized that reading is reading, and anything that brings a child to find his or her 

inner bibliophile is A-OK with me. There are so many new platforms for reading that don’t leave 

out books but take them to a new level, and we have to keep up!  

Science was always my least favorite subject in school, 

but I know I would have liked it if I had The Young 

Scientist Club’s Clifford the Big Red Dog Rainbow Science 

Kit. Clifford and his friends explore the world around 

them with this colorful kit that is all about rainbow 

science. The kit includes a 20-page manual narrated by 

Emily Elizabeth that serves as a sneaky little trick to 

teach children to enjoy reading about science while 

actually experiencing it with the hands-on components 

for experimentation: a colorful lab tray, a measuring cup, 

test tubes, a pipette, and a funnel. The experiements 

include milk rainbow, mixing colors, rainbow star, ceiling rainbow, moving colors, 

chromatography bookmarks, colored bubbles in oil, catching a rainbow, rainbow glasses, and 

my personal favorite, rainbow explosions. Magic School Bus,  Animal, and Nature kits are also 

available. You have to read the manual to know how to experiment! 
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