
 

 

Clifford The Big Red Dog and Ms. Frizzle and The Magic School Bus have 

been around since I was in school. (I used to love Fridays when we got to 

watch Clifford and The Magic School Bus on VHS!) In fact, Clifford The 

Big Red Dog has been the world’s largest and most lovable canine for over 

50 years. Well, they are both at it again with their newest adventure – 

teaching kids about science with The Young Scientists Club! 

The Young Scientists Club was founded in 1999 with the simple mission of 

engaging boys and girls around the world on an educational science 

adventure. They achieve this by offering quality science products that 

fascinate with the wonders of scientific discovery and spark young 

scientists interest in future scientific endeavors. All of their products are 

designed by a team of Harvard graduates, scientists, educators and parents 

with one purpose in mind – to combine fun and fascination with quality and learning in each and every product. 

Recently, we were able to get our science on when we were sent the Clifford Kitchen Science Kit from The 

Young Scientists Club to review. This kit guides young scientists through captivating experiments with catchy 

titles, like Waking Up Fungus and Sticky Ice, and allows kids to feel like real scientist when they use 

the  included lab tray, test tubes and funnel to perform their experiments. Clifford and his friends (Emily 

Elizabeth even joins in on the fun narrating the manual.) will take you on a journey into the world of science 

with this kit! 

 

   
 

Of course, the first experiment that Princess P wanted to do was the Exploding Volcano. And, to be honest, I 

really wanted to do it, too! Luckily, we had all of the ingredients on hand (White Vinegar, Baking Soda, Red 

Food Coloring and Liquid Dish Soap) to perform this experiment. I added the baking soda to the measuring cup 

and Princess P helped me make sure that it was at the 5 ml mark before we added the water. Then, she counted 

as I placed 5 drops of red food coloring and 5 drops of dish soap into the measuring cup. I placed the measuring 

cup in the top of the volcano (just because it was pretty full) and added the required amount of vinegar to the 

test tube. Princess P poured the vinegar into the measuring cup and was amazed at what she saw! She loved to 
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watch the “lava” spew over the sides of the volcano! She now 

asks to do this experiment everyday. I also like the fact that the 

manual has an explanation of why and fun facts about 

volcanoes. 

 

The next experiment we did with the Clifford Kitchen Science 

Kit was to make slime. This experiment requires quite a bit of 

cornstarch, but I had plenty on hand so that was good. The 

experiment is fairly simple to do, but can be messy. I also 

nixed the food coloring idea because it can be a pain to get off 

little fingers. We couldn’t get the consistency quite right, but P 

had fun in it just the same. 

After we cleaned up our slime mess, P just had to do the 

Crystal Garden experiment, even though I couldn’t get across 

to her that she wouldn’t see instant results. So, we mixed the 

salt, charcoal (which is included), warm water, white vinegar 

and food coloring according to the directions and sat it in the 

sun, so the process would speed up. The next day, we saw 

some of the crystals formed on the sides, but the bottom of the 

bowl just looked like wet charcoal. I don’t know if we didn’t 

do something right, or if it was too sunny, but we will try this experiment again with our own charcoal (since 

we used all of the included charcoal) to see if we can get better results. 

The Clifford Kitchen Science Kit has been fun, for both Princess P and myself. Not only have I learned 

somethings, but P is excited about science and loves doing experiments now. Everyday, she asks, “Can we do 

science now?” I really like that the kit is easy to use and the fact that the ingredients that aren’t included are 

marked with a house beside them so you know to get them out. The facts and explanations as to what happened 

are great, too! These kits would also be great for summer vacation to keep kids interested in science while away 

from school! 

Buy It: The Clifford Kitchen Science Kit ($19.99) can be purchased at www.theyoungscientistsclub..com 
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